
Guiding Practice
Position paper horizontally, in the
landscape format. Three fingers up
from the bottom of the page, draw a
line. Use the black marker.

Draw three rectangles on this line.
Make them different sizes.

Using watercolors, paint each of the
three rectangles. Paint them each a
different color. Use lots of color, not
too much water, so they’ll be nice
and bright. Allow to dry.

Using the black felt-pen, add lots
of architectural details. Make the
three painted rectangles into inter-
esting houses or buildings. Add
roofs, windows, boards, bricks,
flower boxes, chimneys, lots and
lots of details. Add sidewalks,
fences between the houses, trees,
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shrubs, mailboxes. The possibilities
are endless. Leaving the sky white
makes the details stand out better.
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Materials
• 12 x 18" (30.5 x 46 cm) white

drawing paper
• black fine-tip markers
• watercolors and brushes
• handout: Architectural Detail Hunt

Presentation
When displaying the finished draw-
ings, hang next to each other so
they look like a town. 

Sally Bills Bailey is an elementary art
instructor in Lake Oswego, Oregon.
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Students use different media, tech-
niques, and processes to communi-
cate ideas, experiences, and stories.




