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Motivation
Show students images of amate 
paintings. Ask questions to stimu-
late conversation about the imagery: 
What is going on in the painting? 
Are the paintings decorative? Do 
they show historical events, cel-
ebrations, everyday life or are they 
decorative patterns and designs? 
What motifs and patterns are used? 
Do you see animals, floral imagery, 
people? What are the people doing? 
Are the forms and shapes outlined? 
What kinds of lines do you see? 
	 Have students decide what type 
of painting they would like to make: 
a decorative painting, a painting 
that represents flowers or animals, 
an everyday scene, or a historic 
event?

Procedures
1.	Have students use pencil to draw 

their ideas on the amate paper. 
Encourage them to leave open 
space for the amate paper to show 
through.

2.	Outline the forms with markers.

3.	Apply paint to the drawings and 
set aside to dry (colored pencils 
can be substituted for paint).

Evaluation
Display the amate paintings with 
labels describing each painting. 
Have students talk about their work 
and how it felt to work with amate 
paper. Create groups of paintings 
that have a similar theme or sub-
ject matter. Have students respond 
to the groups by creating a story or 
poem about the arrangements.

Extensions and Connections
•	 Students can use amate paper to 

create a codex which describes a 
historic or current event related 
to Mexico (social studies).

•	 Introduce students to the way 
amate is used to make Otomí 
spirit figures. Have students make 
figures of their own (visual arts).

•	 Show students the relationship 
between cut amate and con-
temporary papel picado. Have 
students create their own papel 

Objectives 
1.	Students will learn about the pro-

cess of making amate and its use 
over time to convey important 
events and transmit cultural val-
ues (historical and cultural under-
standing).

2.	Students will explore the imagery 
used in amate painting (perceiv-
ing, analyzing, and responding).

3.	Students will use their own imag-
ery to create amate paintings (cre-
ating and performing).

Materials
•	 Amate paper, or bark paper (avail-

able from several art supply com-
panies) cut into 6 x 8" (15 x 20 
cm) or 4 x 6" (10 x 15 cm) pieces 
(construction paper or brown 
paper bags can substitute)

•	 pencils and erasers
•	 tempera paint or guache
•	 paintbrushes, markers, or colored 

pencils
•	 containers of water
•	 newspapers to cover tables
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picado and use it to decorate the 
school or classroom for a Day of 
the Dead celebration (social stud-
ies and visual arts).

•	 Students can study the ways that 
comic strips, comic books, and 
codices use symbols and forms 
with outlines. They can create 
comics or codices that convey ele-
ments shared by each form (visual 
arts).

•	 Have students research different 
ways that people have recorded 
history using scrolls, carved tab-
lets, book forms, and oral tradi-
tions. Students can report their 
findings back to the group orally, 
create a time line showing the 
development of recorded history, 
or make examples of their find-
ings (social studies).
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