Art teacher round table

Time as Art

antique toy; the eerie forest a chain of
paper cut-outs; the setting a small box
with a black felt floor.
Intrigued by these eleven photographs, I began to contemplate the symbolic nature of the dog in relationship
to the passage of time and the trees in
relation to our fears of the future. Elisa
did not give hints about her intent, so
perhaps the photos only show a dog
entering and disappearing into a forest.
As we well know, sometimes the questions that artworks ask are as important as the answers we give.

Forest Dog, a series by Elisa Wiedeman.
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Other Ideas about Time in Art
Here are some ways to present ideas
about time to students of all ages:
• Have students research and create
chronologies and timelines that
place art along a continuum of world
events and everyday happenings.
Encourage students to note how
events in music and science (and
other fields) often go hand-in-hand
with art.
• Art can recall the past, expose the
present, or anticipate the future. Find
artworks that document past eras,
show today, or predict tomorrow.
Examine how ideas of what can be
art and who can be an artist change
over time.
• Create stop-action videos. Try placing sequential digital photographs
into a PowerPoint presentation and
then set the transition time to 00.00.
This will create a quick animation.
• Create a graphic novel that tells a
story with a beginning, middle, and
end.
Share
How do you teach ideas about time?
We encourage you to join our round
table discussion on the SchoolArts
Facebook page or follow the discussion
at schoolartsroom.blogspot.com.
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