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hether children live in a place with
frequent snowfall or a climate where it’s
warm year-round, they will enjoy using collage to create their own snow characters. The
word collage is derived from the French word coller, meaning
“to paste.” A collage is an artwork built out of bits and pieces of
things put together to make a new design in the form of a picture,
sculpture, quilted fabric motif, or other type of artwork.
Collage is a technique that is often seen in early childhood
classrooms because it can be produced using only scissors, glue, and
inexpensive or discarded materials. It also provides an invaluable
opportunity for children to play with shapes, colors, patterns, and
textures as they use their senses of sight and touch to apply principles
of design. The technique was introduced to the world of modern art by
Pablo Picasso and Georges Braque in 1911, and is often associated with
such artists as Henri Matisse, Romare Bearden, and Hannah Höch.
It has also become a popular illustration technique for children’s
books.
Lois Ehlert
Author/illustrator Lois Ehlert is best known for the innovative
collage style found in many of her books. She often uses cut-paper

Objectives
Students will:
• create art with familiar
objects.
• use their senses to learn
about the environment.
• experience the art elements
of line, color, shape, and
texture through seeing and
touching.

Materials
• various paper scraps
and found-objects
suitable for gluing
• white construction
paper
• scissors
• glue
• cardboard or poster
paper to serve
as a base
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