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Exploring Visual Design



Program Overview and Chapter Organizer

Student Book includes:
•	 12 Units–6 units on the elements of art  
	 and 6 units on the principles of design

•	 Captivating images of fine art,  
	 architecture, and nature 

•	 In-depth profiles of artists and artworks 

•	 Informational interviews with artists 

•	 Exemplary student artworks 

•	 Studio activities that promote  
	 collaboration and self-expression

•	 Online resources include artist bios  
	 and Art:21 videos  

Teacher Edition includes:
•	 Chapter organizers that tailor  
	 instruction to your schedule 

•	 Concise, at-a-glance lesson plans 

•	 Full-size annotated student pages 

•	 Built-in professional handbook and  
	 resource guide

Pacing Chart 
This quick-check pacing chart helps you modify lesson 
plans to meet your individual time constraints. 

Teacher Edition, Chapter 8
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The comprehensive chapter organizers allow you to scan the entire chapter and map your teaching 
strategy. Select the topics, activities, and extensions that match your course structure and move 
easily between chapters to suit your teaching style. You’re in complete command with an array  
of teaching tools that provide opportunities for enrichment and further exploration.

PBS Art:21  
Point-of-use references indicate 
Art:21 artists, giving teachers 
additional artist background. 

Teacher Resources  
At least five additional Studio 
Experiences per chapter offer 
alternative hands-on activities 
for students of varying ability. 
Full-length interviews from  
Career Portfolios are provided  
in blackline master format.  

Student and Teacher Edition Features  
A clear list of all of the Student Book features and Teacher 
Edition references in the chapter.  

Digital Images  
Numerous fine art digital  
images per chapter extend  
the wealth of art and design 
examples available to you. 

Objectives  
Preview objectives for chapter.
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The unique interleaf design of the Teacher Edition provides concise, at-a-glance lesson plans. 
The initial planning pages (shown below) provide easy to follow step-by-step directions. 

Planning Pages

Objectives 
Lesson objectives tell you  
clearly and concisely the  
instructional aims of the  
lesson.

Teach 
Teach includes scripted  
questions and in-text page 
references that provide a  
structure on which to build. 
Proven teaching hints and  
strategies are also integrated  
at point-of-use.

Student Art 
Samples of student art illustrate 
the concept discussed.

Digital Connection 
These practical computer  
activities give your class a  
technological edge.
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Meeting 
Individual 
Needs 
By addressing 
different learning 
styles and abilities, 
these strategies 
help you meet  
individual needs.

Materials 
A list of inexpensive, available materials 
helps you plan your lesson.

Vocabulary 
This handy reference defines key vocabulary 
and translates each term into Spanish.

Teacher Edition, Chapter 8
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In addition to providing you with a full-size student page, the annotations for the teacher wrap around 
the student text highlighting individual points of interest, allowing you to tailor instruction.

Wrap-Around Teacher Content

Chapter Warm-Up 
These observation-oriented 
activities jump-start every  
chapter by encouraging  
students to apply the chapter’s 
content to their own world. 

Cooperative 
Learning 
Designed for pairs or small 
groups, these activities  
encourage learning through 
sharing and collaboration.

Digital Connection 
Take advantage of today’s  
technology with these digital  
tips and ideas.

Materials and 
Techniques 
Extend your artistic repertoire 
with an up-close look at a 
specific material or technique.

Teacher Edition, Chapter 8
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Higher-Order 
Thinking Skills 
Thoughtful questions and ideas  
for discussion enable you to 
promote the development of 
critical and creative thinking.

Context 
Spark discussion and encourage  
a more in-depth understanding  
with these lively and interesting 
facts about an artist or work 
of art.

Performing Arts 
These insights and background 
information link the content to 
dance, drama, or music.

Interdisciplinary 
Connections 
Integrate the arts across the 
curriculum with engaging 
teaching strategies and  
hands-on activities.

Portfolio Tips 
Help your students polish their 
portfolio with these practical 
tips on how to document and 
present their work. 
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Key concepts are visually and verbally reviewed at the end of each chapter. A “gallery style” review 
requires critical thinking as students analyze the works of master artists and other students. The 
review questions help students integrate and interpret what they have learned.

Another Look and Career Portfolio

Additional Artwork 
Additional images reflect the 
key concepts in the chapter.

Teacher Edition, Chapter 8

Design Extension 
Reinforce and personalize the 
content through hands-on 
activities.

Captions 
Captions help you link the visual 
to the text, and challenge your 
students to analyze and interpret 
images and text.

Note it 
This box highlights an opportunity 
for hands-on learning. These  
Discuss it, Note it, and Try it 
demonstrations make abstract  
concepts concrete experiences.
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Review Questions 
Review questions check student  
understanding. Key concepts are  
visually and verbally reviewed at  
the end of each chapter. 

Career Portfolios are informational  
interviews with real working artists in a 
host of art-related occupations. In addition 
to detailing the practical issues of a career 
in the arts, Career Portfolios highlight how 
the arts shape our world today. The entire 
interview from which each excerpt is drawn 
is provided in the Teacher Resources.
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Reinforce and extend the chapter’s content with a manageable, hands-on Studio Experience. Building on 
the key concepts and studio exercises of each chapter, this culminating studio project stretches students 
as they express themselves through a range of media and techniques.

Studio Experience

Student Artwork 
Samples of student work  
illustrate the scope of the  
Studio Experience and how  
a student responded to the 
activity.

Materials 
A list of inexpensive, readily 
available materials helps you 
prepare and plan.

Lesson Cycle 
A familiar three-step lesson 
cycle—Prepare, Teach, and 
Assess—allows you to plan 
your classes quickly and easily.

Engage 
The Engage feature helps  
teachers make lessons  
meaningful in the lives of  
their students.

Teacher Edition, Chapter 8

10          Exploring Visual Design, Grades 7–12  



Extend 
Extension strategies help  
you tailor your instruction  
to meet individual needs.

Interdisciplinary 
Connections  
Seamlessly integrate the arts 
across the curriculum.

Inquiry 
Promote a comprehensive,  
in-depth understanding 
through these timely research 
projects.
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Chapter 11: Pattern 
	 Patterns in Nature 

	 Patterns in Manufactured Design 

	 Basic Types of Planned Patterns 

	 Random Patterns 

	 Another Look at Pattern 
 
Chapter 12: Movement and Rhythm 
	 Actual Movement 

	 Recorded Action 

	 Compositional Movement 

	 Types of Rhythm 

	 Another Look at Movement & Rhythm 

 

Guide to Artists

Glossary

Bibliography

Index

Professional Handbook  
and Resource Guide 
	 Career Resources 

	 Portfolio Planning 

	 Alternative Resources and Supplies 

	 Professional Articles 

	 Safety in the Classroom 

	 Art Materials Chart 

	 Art Suppliers  

	 Spanish Glossary

INTRODUCTION

PART ONE 

The Elements of Design

Chapter 1: Line
	 Line Types

	 Line Personality

	 Line Quality

	 Line as Texture and Pattern

	 Line Combinations

	 Another Look at Line 

 

Chapter 2: Shape and Form 
	 Categories of Shapes 

	 Qualities of Shape 

	 Form and Light 

	 Another Look at Shape and Form 

 

Chapter 3: Value 
	 Using Value in Design 

	 Light Values 

	 Dark Values 

	 Value Contrast 

	 Another Look at Value 
 
Chapter 4: Color 
	 The Source of Color 

	 Neutrals 

	 The Properties of Color 

	 Color Harmonies 

	 Warm and Cool Colors 

	 Another Look at Color 

 

Chapter 5: Space 
	 3-D Space 

	 2-D Space 

	 This Illusion of Depth 

	 Subjective Space 

	 Another Look at Space 
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Chapter 6: Texture 
	 Surface Qualities 

	 Texture and Light 

	 Artists and the Use of Texture 

	 Another Look at Texture 
 
PART TWO 

The Principles of Design

Chapter 7: Balance 
	 Symmetrical Balance 

	 Approximate Symmetry 

	 Asymmetrical Balance 

	 Radial Balance 

	 Another Look at Balance 
 
Chapter 8: Unity 
	 Dominance 

	 Repetition of Visual Units 

	 Use of Color 

	 Surface Quality 

	 Another Look at Unity 

 

Chapter 9: Contrast 
	 Contrasting Materials 

	 Line Contrasts 

	 Using Shape, Form and Size 

	 Contrasting Dark and Light 

	 Color Contrast 

	 Contrasting Textures 

	 Contrasts of Time and Style 

	 Contrasting Ideas 

	 Another Look at Contrast 
 
Chapter 10: Emphasis 
	 Emphasizing One Element of Design 

	 Using Simplicity 

	 Using Placement and Grouping 

	 Emphasis Through Isolation 

	 Using Size and Repetition 

	 Another Look at Emphasis

For more information about:

• eBooks on Davis Digital

• Ancillaries

• Pricing

• Ordering Codes

Visit DavisArt.com.


